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The Descent

By Amanda Wise, OTD, OTR/L

Discussed as an experiment,

I have become a swarm of diagnoses
in a fishbowl, my scant gown open,
on display for a parade of students,

An instrument for practice.

No school, no sports, no work,

the hospital is my home,

questions and hope smothered

by jargon. A cascade of needles, wires,
probes, scans, monitors, alarms

mock my silent cries for peace.

Nearby, families say their last goodbyes.
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